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The Clock Struck War | A striking new collection from up 
and coming writers 
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It all started with the short story anthologies Toast  and Jam… It is our pleasure to introduce a striking 

new anthology of conflict short stories, written by Mardibooks/IdeasTap short story competition winners 
titled The Clock Struck War.  

 
 

The Clock Struck War  - A Volley of 
Conflict.  
 
'The lamps are going out all over Europe, we shall not see them lit again 
in our life-time.' These words have been attributed to British statesman Sir 
Edward Grey on the eve of the First World War. Grey may or may not have 
spoken them, but they have become an expression of the perception of the 
Great War, past and present. 
 
These were the opening thoughts that provided the arena for the recent 
writing competition run by mardibooks and Ideas Tap as a memorial to all 
those who served in the First World War, and who gave their lives in this 
and other conflicts. Emanating from this brief, we read many fine short 
stories, fictional and non-fictional, which addressed the subject in a 
creative and commanding manner, the notion of war and peace, personal 
and private, examined from many perspectives, locations and periods, real 
and imagined. 
 
In selecting the final compilation, the judges sought original well-plotted 
stories, which were powerful and engaging, presented by new voices with 
captivating narratives.  Our panel of judges commended a further 23 
runners-up. We hope you enjoy the collection presented here as much as 
we all did. 

 
Contributors: Alexandar Altman, R M F Brown, Dominic Brown, Gavin 
Bryce, A D Cooper, OK David, Peter Ewing, James Friend, James 
Graham, Elizabeth Howliston, Michael Jones, Samantha Leighton, 
Robbie MacNiven, David McVey, Alex Pearl, Rachel Pownall, Helen 
Raven, Katie Redford, Andy Robinson, Fatima Safi, Ramona 
Scarborough, Adrienne Silcock, Emma Stanley 

Each quarterly writing competition is accompanied by an eBook cover competition. Sara Aghlani is The Clock Struck War competition 
winner: ‘I like to experiment with art in as many creative mediums as are available to me, from oils and pencil sketches to making films and writing. I will often 
combine humour with morbidity where there is a story to be told, ever looking for an outlet for these aspects of my personality.’ 
 
IdeasTap is an arts charity that supports creative people through opportunities, funding, jobs and career development. Since 
launching in December 2008, IdeasTap has awarded more than £1.5 million worth of direct funding and accompanying expert 
mentoring to emerging artists. Its membership currently stands at 100,000+ and its partners include BFI, Magnum Photos, Mother 
London, The National Theatre, Royal Exchange Theatre and Sky Arts. www.ideastap.com 
 

Mardibooks are IdeaTap’s writing partner and provide four writing competitions a year. 
 

The Clock Struck War is available on Amazon as an eBook and from www.mardibooks.com. 
 

For further information contact Martin Godleman at mardibooks on 07595 203993 martin@godleman.com 
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‘Death had chewed up the ground'  

OK David 

A centenary anthology of shorts in 
memory of the fallen  


